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The Artists Studio - The Dance    Roy Lichtenstein 
243.8 x 325.1 cm Oil and Magna(acrylic) on canvas
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 'Pop' art deploying imagery, styles, and themes of advertising, mass media, and popular culture.
Colour palette limited to red, blue, yellow and green....changed from the Matisse
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Work embodies Matisse's 'The Dance' (above left) and appropriates Matisse's 'Still Life with Dance' (above right) - Matisse produced several versions of the latter
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Colours of Matisse's The Dance have been changed
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The window of Matisse's work has been changed appropriating the window with music notes from his own work 'Sound of Music 1964' - are Matisse's figures dancing to 'popular' music?
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Paint brushes introduced onto the table - not there on the Matisse - self referential

Keith Greenough
Items on table have been changed...more cluttered than the original
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Composition of Matisse retained with table at bottom, 'The Dance' to top left and a window to top right
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My interpretation of what Lichtenstein was doing was to take work by 'high art' masters and to adapt it to a model based on popular culture. By so doing he was raising questions about the eliteism of high art and commenting on the barriers between high and popular culture. However having reviewed some of  his interviews I am not sure his intention was that clear as evidenced by this quote from an interview with David Sylvester in New York City in January 1966  in  for broadcast by BBC Third Programme: 'It takes something which is already art and apparently degrades it. It's like a five-and-dime-store Picasso or Mondrian. But at the same time it isn't supposed to be non-art. It's a way of saying that Picasso is really a cartoonist and Mondrian is too, maybe. I don't really know.'
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Lichtenstein's work essentially represents Matisse's work as a cartoon in the mode of popular culture. It is essentially a parody of the earlier painting by Matisse.  He reinterpretes Matisse's 'Still Life'as 'The Artist's Studio'. The vases of flowers are replaced by coffee cups, paint brushes and other detritus that one might find in the studio
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NOTES
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The Lichtenstein Foundation, Read Lichtenstein Articles, Available from: http://www.lichtensteinfoundation.org/frames.htm [Accessed  on 7th February 2012]
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Lichtenstein's painting is produced by using the mechanistic processes used in mass production of visual media, such as the use of Ben-Day dots to represent certain colors. Was his choice of this 'commercial' process a further commentary on the impact on visual culture of 'mechanical reproduction'
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